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Representatives, I herewith designate Ms.
Deborah M. Spriggs, Deputy Clerk, and Mr.
Jorge E. Sorensen, Deputy Clerk, to Sign
any and all papers and do all other acts for
me under the name of the Clerk of the House
which they would be authorized to do by vir-
tue of this designation, except such as are
provided by statute, in case of my temporary
absence or disability.

These designations shall remain in effect
for the 110th Congress or until modified by
me.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———————

GET THERE FIRSTEST WITH THE
MOSTEST

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, does anybody
realize there’s a war going on out there
in the desert sands of Iraq and the
rough mountains of Afghanistan? Ap-
parently not, or Congress would be tak-
ing care of our troops.

Mr. Speaker, the troops will be out of
funds to carry the fight to the enemy
by the end of June. So where’s the
money?

Spending money is what Congress
does. Why hasn’t this body provided
the funds for our troops and equipment
and for more personnel?

This is an emergency. Delaying will
put our troops at risk. We should au-
thorize the funds now; send equipment
now and, if needed, send more troops.

The American people expect our mili-
tary to do their duty. Well, the Amer-
ican people expect us to do ours as
well.

Congress needs to quit talking about
supporting the troops and put money
where our mouths seem to be.

Nathan Bedford Forrest, successful
Confederate general, said it best about
winning and victory and the means to
do so. He said: ‘‘Get there firstest with
the mostest.”

Congress needs to send the generals
the mostest, Mr. Speaker, needs to
send equipment and personnel that is
needed. Doing this will help our mis-
sion in spite of the Congressional Sur-
render Group’s desire to retreat and
quit.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESI-
DENT-ELECT NICOLAS SARKOZY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
President-elect Nicolas Sarkozy, who
the state newspaper has recognized as a
“blunt and uncompromising pro-Amer-
ican conservative.”

As a person of French heritage, I wel-
come this change of course in France.
We appreciate that France was our
first ally in the American Revolution,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

as symbolized by the portrait of the
Marquis de Lafayette here in the
Chamber. France is a major investor in
America, and I am grateful the mid-
lands of South Carolina is home to
three Michelin plants.

America and France have a common
enemy in the global war on terrorism,
and we have mutually beneficial goals
of economic development for our citi-
zens. The French Caucus in Congress
looks forward to promoting our vibrant
partnership.

The election of Nicolas Sarkozy is a
welcomed change to restore the warm
relationship America desires with
France.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF
MEMBER OF HON. DAVID PRICE,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Dave Russell, District
Liaison, Office of the Honorable DAVID
PRICE, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 2, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a judicial subpoena for
trial testimony issued by the Orange County,
North Carolina District Court.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I have determined that compliance
with the subpoena is consistent with the
privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
DAVE RUSSELL,
District Liaison.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

RECOGNIZING AND WELCOMING
THE LEADERS OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 355) recog-
nizing and welcoming the leaders of the
Pacific Islands to Washington, D.C.,
and commending the East-West Center
for hosting the Pacific Islands Con-
ference of Leaders.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 355

Whereas the United States is a Pacific na-

tion;
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Whereas the East-West Center, as estab-
lished by the United States Congress in 1960,
contributes to a peaceful, prosperous, and
just Asia Pacific community by conducting
cooperative research, education, and dia-
logue programs on critical issues of common
concern to the Asia Pacific region and the
United States;

Whereas the Pacific Islands Conference of
Leaders was created in 1980 at the East-West
Center, which sponsors and supports this re-
gional institution through its Pacific Islands
Development Program;

Whereas the Pacific Islands Conference of
Leaders is the most broadly-based regional
cooperation institution in the Pacific, in-
cluding 20 leaders from both independent Pa-
cific island nations and other Pacific govern-
ments;

Whereas for the first the time in its his-
tory, through the cooperation of the East-
West Center, the Department of State, and
Congress, the Pacific Islands Conference of
Leaders is convening May 7, 2007, through
May 9, 2007, in Washington, D.C.;

Whereas the United States has maintained
deep and enduring relations with the peoples
of the Pacific islands during times of peace
and war and is linked to the Pacific not only
through geography but also through common
interest and values;

Whereas the governments of the Pacific Is-
lands Region are key partners with the
United States in combating terrorism in all
its forms;

Whereas the United States and the Pacific
island nations can enhance their cooperation
in many other areas, including mutually
beneficial trade and economic relationships,
tourism, environmental protection, mainte-
nance of fisheries, and other maritime re-
sources, addressing climate change, democ-
racy and good governance, and combating
the spread of infectious diseases; and

Whereas there are increasing numbers of
Americans of Pacific islander ancestry mak-
ing myriad contributions to America’s dyna-
mism and diversity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes and welcomes the leaders of
the Pacific Islands to Washington, D.C.; and

(2) commends the East-West Center for
hosting the Pacific Islands Conference of
Leaders.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
POE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this resolution.

I would like to thank my good friend,
the gentleman from Texas, for his as-
sistance in managing this important
legislation now before our colleagues.

I would also like to thank our distin-
guished chairman of the House Foreign
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Affairs Committee, Mr. ToM LANTOS,
for his support of this resolution which
recognizes and welcomes the leaders of
the Pacific Island nations to Wash-
ington, D.C., and certainly commends
the East-West Center for hosting the
Pacific Island Conference of Lieaders.

The Pacific Island Conference of
Leaders represents some 14 island na-
tions, three French territories and
three U.S. territories, including Amer-
ican Samoa. Each year these leaders
meet at the East-West Center in Hono-
lulu; but for the first time this year,
this conference is being held here in
our Nation’s Capital.

Because this is a significant occa-
sion, I want to thank our distinguished
senior ranking member of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, as well as the ranking mi-
nority member of the House Foreign
Affairs Subcommittee on Asia and the
Pacific and the Global Environment,
my good friend Mr. MANZULLO, for
their support of this resolution.

I also thank the 24 Members, our dis-
tinguished colleagues, who joined us in
cosponsoring this historic resolution,
including Congresswoman MADELEINE
BORDALLO of Guam. I also commend
members of the Hawaii congressional
delegation, Senator DANIEL INOUYE,
Senator DANIEL AKAKA, Congressman
NEIL ABERCROMBIE and Congresswoman
MAZIE HIRONO, for their leadership in
support of this legislation and other
events and activities that will make
the visit of our Pacific Island Leaders
to Washington more meaningful and
productive.

I especially want to thank also Gov-
ernor Linda Lingle of the State of Ha-
waii for her support and for her co-
hosting one of the important events
that have been featured here while the
guests are here in Washington.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to
commend Dr. Charles Morrison, presi-
dent of the East-West Center and mem-
bers of his staff, Dr. Sitiveni Halapua,
and Dr. Gerard Finin for their hard
work in arranging meetings that are
being held right now, as I speak, with
officials of the U.S. Department of
State and other agencies of the Federal
Government.

I want to especially thank our Sec-
retary of State, Condoleezza Rice, for
taking the time from her busy schedule
to meet with our guests from the Pa-
cific, and also Assistant Secretary of
State, Chris Hill, and Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State, Glyn Davies, and
their staffs for arranging appropriate
meetings with other officials rep-
resenting the various agencies of the
administration.

Mr. Speaker, this is truly a historical
day in our Nation’s Capital. With the
exception of Australia and New Zea-
land, this is the first time in our coun-
try’s history that this number of lead-
ers representing the Pacific region are
here as a group to meet with us and to
discuss issues that are mutually impor-
tant to them, as well as to us.

It was only in the last half century
that our Nation was engaged in one of
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the bloodiest wars ever fought in the
Pacific. World War II was fought in two
fronts, one in Europe and the other in
the Pacific. In the islands of the Solo-
mons, where Guadalcanal, as some of
you may have heard, is located in the
Pacific, so are the Marshall Islands,
the islands of Samoa, the Philippines,
Papua, New Guinea, Palau, Guam,
Saipan, Tinian, Rota, Tarawa, Midway,
Borneo, Okinawa, Iwo Jima and several
others. People of the Pacific played
critical roles in U.S. efforts to fight
Japanese military forces in response to
the attack on Pearl Harbor on Decem-
ber 7, 1941.

After World War II, with the excep-
tion of Guam, the United States unilat-
erally declared the rest of Micronesia
as a strategic trust, which meant that
these islands were placed under the ju-
risdiction and protection of the United
States.

But a national debate also began as a
result of the devastation and the loss
of some 200,000 lives when we dropped
two atom bombs by our military that
conducted this arrangement, where two
atom bombs were dropped on the cities
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

While the atom bombs brought an
immediate end to World War II in the
Pacific, scientists and political leaders
in our country debated whether or not
nuclear energy was to be used for mili-
tary or peaceful purposes.
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Although the military won its bid to
conduct a nuclear testing program, the
question was, where are we going to
conduct the testing? Since it was obvi-
ously too dangerous to explode atomic
bombs in any of the States in the con-
tinental United States, it was deter-
mined that a place far and away was
needed, and thus the U.S. military
command chose the Marshall Islands as
the place to conduct our nuclear test-
ing program.

I submit, Mr. Speaker, that I am not
sure if my colleagues are aware of the
fact that the U.S. exploded some 67 nu-
clear bombs in the Marshall Islands.
This also included the explosion of the
first hydrogen bomb ever in the history
of the world. In layman’s terms, you
must first explode an atomic bomb as a
trigger to explode a hydrogen bomb.
The hydrogen bomb that the U.S. ex-
ploded in the Marshall Islands in 1954
was known as the Bravo Shot, and it
was measured as a 15-megaton nuclear
device, a thousand times more powerful
than the atom bombs we dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

I submit to my colleagues in the
House, at the height of the Cold War,
the people of the Marshall Islands
made tremendous sacrifices of their
properties and, above all, of themselves
after being exposed to nuclear radi-
ation. To this day, our government,
Mr. Speaker, with all its honor and
glory, has not made good our promises
to properly compensate these people
for the loss of their properties and to
provide adequate medical care, espe-
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cially to those who were directly ex-
posed to nuclear radiation as a result
of our nuclear testing program.

In the near future, I will be proposing
a bill that will address the needs of the
people of the Marshall Islands as a re-
sult of our nuclear testing program,
and I am hopeful that my colleagues
will support me in this effort.

Some of my colleagues have asked
me, why should the United States take
an interest in these small islands out
there in the middle of the Pacific? I
need not repeat myself on the impor-
tance of these islands during World
War II, and I have just shared with my
colleagues the tremendous sacrifices
the leaders and the people of the Mar-
shall Islands made for the success of
our nuclear testing program. I have
also pointed out the shameful neglect
on the part of our Nation to properly
address the property rights and health
care needs of these people who were ex-
posed. All of them were exposed to nu-
clear radiation.

Having said this, I want to reempha-
size the Pacific Islands were valuable
to our Nation during World War II,
and, believe me, these nations will be
valuable to us again in the future. We
fool ourselves if we believe we do not
need allies in a volatile region that
covers one-third of the world’s surface.

We need the Pacific Island nations as
they need us. The people of the Pacific
nations do not want handouts, but they
want equal treatment, respect, and
economic assistance will be beneficial
to them as well as to us. The seabed
minerals within the exclusive eco-
nomic zones of these island nations are
worth hundreds of billions of dollars,
but their potential use is priceless if
together we can find ways to harness
these resources. The same can be said
of their fisheries and marine resources,
which will continue to be an ines-
timable worth as the world struggles to
feed a growing population.

There are many other areas in which
we can work together if we can begin
to establish even a USAID program in
the Pacific region. As chairman of the
House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee
on Asia, the Pacific and the Global En-
vironment, I look forward to working
with my colleagues to bring about
needed and necessary changes in our
current relations with our Pacific Is-
land neighbors.

On this historic occasion, Mr. Speak-
er, I also welcome these leaders to our
Nation’s Capital, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this proposed legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from American Samoa for
sponsorship of this resolution and Mr.
LANTOS, the chairman, and the ranking
member from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN).

Today I rise to offer my endorsement
of a resolution that recognizes the en-
during ties of the United States and
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the Pacific Island nations. Our Na-
tion’s links with the Pacific Islands ex-
tend back to the earliest days of the
American Republic, when New England
whalers, symbolized by Captain Ahab,
sailed in the South Pacific. In those
early days, clipper ships also set sail
from American ports across the Pacific
in pursuit of the China trade. American
missionaries soon followed, journeying
to the Pacific Islands to deepen the
cultural and religious ties between our
two peoples.

Our bonds to our Pacific neighbors
have been further enhanced by their
ethnic and historic links to our 50th
State, Hawaii, America’s gateway to
the Pacific.

When war came to the Pacific at
Pearl Harbor on that day of infamy,
December 7, 1941, the peoples of the Pa-
cific joined the United States in turn-
ing back the threat of the invader. It
was two Solomon Islanders who brave-
ly carried a coconut hidden in a canoe
through enemy lines with the immor-

tal words: ‘“Commander native
knows position . . . he can pilot . . . 11
alive . .. need small boat ... Ken-

nedy.”

The rescue of the crew of PT-109, in-
cluding a future President of the
United States, John F. Kennedy, is re-
membered as one of the great epic sto-
ries of the war in the Pacific.

In the six decades since the end of
that war, our diplomatic, commercial
and cultural ties have grown steadily
with our Pacific neighbors. One legacy
of the American President rescued by
the Pacific Islanders has been the
Peace Corps, which has sent volunteers
to work together with the peoples of
the Pacific for the past 40 years.

The East-West Center in Hawaii, es-
tablished by the United States Con-
gress in 1960, has been a vital source for
cultural and academic exchange and
for a dialogue on critical issues of mu-
tual concern. The center has played a
pivotal role in cementing the ties be-
tween the peoples of the United States
and the peoples of the Pacific Islands. I
commend the center for hosting the
Pacific Island Conference of Leaders
here in Washington, D.C. Therefore, 1
welcome the opportunity to offer my
strong and enthusiastic support for
House Resolution 355, welcoming
America’s good friends, the leaders of
the Pacific Islands, to Washington,
D.C.

I offer them and the people of the Pa-
cific a warm welcome of ‘‘aloha.”

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I want to thank and commend my
good friend, the gentleman from Texas,
for a most eloquent statement and ob-
servations in terms of our relationship
with these Pacific Island nations.

I recall years ago we took a congres-
sional delegation. At that time, the
chairman of our Asia and the Pacific
Subcommittee of the Foreign Affairs
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Committee, Congressman Steve Solarz
from New York; Congressman Bob Dor-
nan from California; and myself. And
we visited the various island nations
and found out that we have become
somewhat of a nation totally neglect-
ful of our efforts to establish good rela-
tions with these island nations.

I recall we visited the Solomon Is-
lands and specifically the Guadalcanal
that most Americans have heard in the
news of World War II, which was where
some of the bloodiest battles were
fought there by the Marines against
Japanese forces. And in our efforts in
trying to find out what can we do on
behalf of our country in terms of how
we can express a sense of token appre-
ciation to the people of the Solomon Is-
lands for the support they gave us dur-
ing the famous battles that we had to
endure during the war there in Guadal-
canal. And in doing so, we came back
and submitted to the Congress a pro-
posal that what would be a good ges-
ture on behalf of the people of America
would be to build a parliamentary
building for the Solomon Islands gov-
ernment. And in doing so, we provided
the funding, and I was privileged and
honored to accompany the good Sen-
ator from Rhode Island, Senator
Chafee. And we went over to the Sol-
omon Islands to dedicate this new par-
liamentary building and found out that
Senator Chafee was a 19-year-old Ma-
rine fighting enemy forces in Guadal-
canal, and it was quite a statement and
a very moving experience that I had in
noticing one of our national leaders,
the great Senator from Rhode Island,
revisited Guadalcanal where this battle
was fought. And he was there as a 19-
yvear-old Marine. And we did this, and
the people of the Solomon Islands were
very grateful that we were able to
build this new parliamentary building
as a token, as a gift, from the people of
the United States to commemorate and
to remember the tremendous sacrifices
not only that our soldiers and our Ma-
rines made on these islands but also
the support that the people of the Sol-
omon Islands provided us in the war ef-
fort.

I also want to commend the Con-
gress. I don’t know if our colleagues
are aware of the fact that, in 1960, Con-
gress enacted special legislation to es-
tablish the East-West Center. And it
was a tremendous effort to see what we
could do to establish good relations be-
tween the East and the Asian countries
and that of our own country. And that
was the very purpose. To establish ex-
changes and to establish forums and
symposiums to allow the leaders of the
nations of Asia and the Pacific region
to meet together with our leaders and
to see if we could resolve some of the
issues and problems confronting the re-
gion as well as our own Nation.

So with that, I wanted to just share
those two points with our colleagues in
the House.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to my
good friend, the gentlewoman from the
Territory of Guam (Ms. BORDALLO).
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of House Resolution
3565, a resolution recognizing and wel-
coming the leaders of the Pacific Is-
lands to Washington, D.C., and com-
mending the East-West Center for
hosting the Pacific Islands Conference
of Lieaders.

I am encouraged by the strong sup-
port that Congress continues to display
toward promoting closer political, eco-
nomic and cultural ties among the is-
lands and the countries of the Pacific
region. This resolution is evidence of
the East-West Center’s excellent work
toward facilitating the achievement of
those goals.

We have the unique honor this week
of hosting a State visit by the Queen of
England. She and her husband, Prince
Phillip, began their 6-day trip to the
United States in Virginia last week.
Notably, the Queen addressed the
State’s General Assembly and visited
Jamestown, which is observing the
400th anniversary of the founding of
the first permanent English settlement
in the Americas.

Indeed, Great Britain and the United
States enjoy close, special relations es-
tablished in revolution, forged in world
wars and tempered by peace and eco-
nomic growth. This is a relationship to
cherish. But let us not forget that the
United States is fortunate to have
formed special relationships elsewhere
in the world. Those relationships are
similarly important, especially those
that we share with the islands of the
Pacific region.

Like with Great Britain, the United
States shares an ocean with its friends
in the Pacific. But we also share com-
mon histories, culture and, among
other things, a great desire for peace
and economic security and prosperity
that forge indelible bonds between our
peoples. House Resolution 355 recog-
nizes this. The resolution notes the
United States is a Pacific nation, and I
could not agree more wholeheartedly
and firmly. The gaze of the United
States must be west. The Pacific Cen-
tury is undoubtedly upon us, and we
are fortunate to have such strong
friendships and alliances established
there.

The eighth meeting of the Pacific Is-
lands Conference of Leaders, which will
occur this week in Washington, D.C., is
evidence of the strong relationship
that exists between the United States
and the islands of the Pacific. The Pa-
cific Islands Conference of Leaders,
hosted by the East-West Center with
the support of the Department of
State, is comprised of 20 heads of gov-
ernment from the Pacific Islands re-
gion and meets once every 3 years. The
conference members include: American
Samoa, the Cook Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, Fiji Is-
lands, French Polynesia, Guam, Ha-
waii, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands,
Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, the
Northern Mariana Islands, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, the Sol-
omon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.
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Notably, this is the first time the Pa-
cific Islands Conference of Leaders has
been held in Washington, and that the
commitment of the United States to
the conference could not be stronger or
broader is encouraging. Very encour-
aging.
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Interagency delegations to the con-
ference this week will include rep-
resentatives from the Department of
State, the Department of Defense, the
United States Agency for International
Development, the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, the United States Coast Guard,
the Peace Corps and the Millennium
Challenge Corporation. These rep-
resentatives’ participation during the
conference will further enhance the al-
ready excellent work on the part of
their departments and agencies within
the region.

Mr. Speaker, we owe special thanks
to the East-West Center for its efforts
to organize this event. The East-West
Center is an education and research or-
ganization established by the United
States Congress in 1960 in order to
strengthen relations and under-
standings achieved between the United
States and the peoples and the coun-
tries of Asia and the Pacific.

As noted in House Resolution 355, the
center successfully contributes to a
peaceful, a prosperous and a just Asia-
Pacific community by serving as a vig-
orous hub for cooperative research,
education and dialogue on critical
issues of common concern to the Asia-
Pacific region and the United States.

The East-West Center has established
for itself a strong reputation as an
ideal forum for emerging leaders and
regional specialists to discuss issues
and strengthen relations with their
colleagues, and I strongly support their
ongoing efforts in this regard.

Representing Guam at the Pacific Is-
lands Conference of Leaders will be the
Honorable Felix Camacho, the Gov-
ernor of Guam, and accompanying him
will be his wife, our first lady of Guam,
Joann Camacho. I welcome them to our
Nation’s capital and wish them the
best during their discussions with their
colleagues from the region.

Guam, both the United States terri-
tory and a Pacific Island, is a leader in
the region economically, politically
and in terms of regional security.
Guam, and the perspective of its peo-
ple, will continue to have a unique and
influential role in the region in the
years to come as a result of the chang-
ing posture of the United States mili-
tary in the Asia-Pacific region and the
increased economic activity that is
planned for the island in the coming
years. I sincerely hope that the rela-
tionship that Guam shares with its Pa-
cific Island partners will grow stronger
during this period.

And, finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank and recognize our distinguished
colleague from American Samoa, Mr.
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FALEOMAVAEGA, for his leadership as
chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia
and the Pacific, and the Global Envi-
ronment. We are all indebted to him
for his command of the issues of con-
cern to our allies in the Pacific and for
his leadership in strengthening United
States foreign defense and economic
policy.

I urge adoption of House Resolution
355.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to once again
commend the gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa for not only bringing forth
this resolution, but his work in edu-
cating the American public on the Pa-
cific Islands and the need for coopera-
tion with the United States and the
Pacific Islands.

He mentioned the Solomon Islands
during World War II. The Solomon Is-
lands, among many other island na-
tions in the Pacific, helped the United
States combat imperialism. And when
the American troops left those islands,
many of those nations had to suffer
continuously for the destruction that
occurred on their islands. And of
course there are still Americans who
are volunteering from American
Samoa and Guam fighting in our Amer-
ican forces overseas. And some Ameri-
cans sometimes forget that these two
areas of our country help in the great
war on terror. So I want to commend
him for bringing this resolution, and I
support the adoption of House Resolu-
tion 355.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
may I inquire as to how much time I
have remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 2 minutes remaining.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I just wanted
to add, as a matter of history here, it
was during the 1970s, then-chairman of
the House Subcommittee on Terri-
tories, the late Congressman Phillip
Burton from San Francisco, who initi-
ated the move in terms of finding out
how the East-West Center was doing as
far as the Pacific Islands were con-
cerned. And as a result of the assist-
ance also from then former Congress-
woman Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, who
served as a member of the Appropria-
tions Committee, there was greater at-
tention given to the needs of the Pa-
cific Island nations. And I want to
commend certainly the former Gov-
ernor of the State of Hawaii, Governor
George Ariyoshi, and the late Prime
Minister of Fiji, Sir Ratu Kamisese
Mara, for the outstanding leadership
that they displayed and demonstrated
in establishing this special program
now allotting to the needs of our Pa-
cific Island nations. Certainly Gov-
ernor John Waihee and also Governor
Linda Lingle were also very supportive
of this effort.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank again
my colleague from Texas for his com-
pliments and the remarks concerning

H4493

this resolution. And, again, I urge my
colleagues to support this resolution.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to support H. Res. 355, a resolution rec-
ognizing and welcoming the leaders of the Pa-
cific Islands to Washington, D.C., and com-
mending the East-West Center for hosting the
Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders.

The United States has always had a unique
relationship to the Pacific Islands. Not only do
they help play a key role in the fight against
terrorism, but these governments also aid the
U.S. in its overall security. Furthermore, both
the U.S. and the Pacific Islands rely on the
vast resources of the Pacific basin; these re-
sources while enormous are not unlimited, and
management requires cooperation across all
of our governments. These islands also work
closely with the U.S. on an important environ-
mental and security concern, global climate
change, which has the potential to drastically
affect all who depend on the Pacific for their
livelihood. Furthermore, trade, tourism, and
other economic ties further reveal the inter-
dependence between the Pacific Islands and
the U.S. The resolution before us recognizes
these factors.

As we mark Asian Pacific American (APA)
Heritage month, we would also be remiss to
not point out that Americans of Pacific Island
decent are a rapidly growing ethnic group
within the U.S. They add strength to our com-
munities with their diversity and values, and
they make important contributions to the U.S.
as a whole. The resolution also mentions this
important fact.

Furthermore, the resolution discusses the
importance of the East-West Center, which
runs the Conference of Leaders. Congress es-
tablished the East-West Center, which is
based in my district, in 1960. The East-West
Center seeks to establish a dialogue between
the peoples and nations of Asia, the Pacific,
and the U.S. The East-West Center provides
a home for academics who perform vital re-
search that helps all parties better understand
each other’s history and culture. The Center’s
Education and Outreach sphere helps dis-
seminate what researchers learn to the broad-
er public and to policymakers. Finally, the
Center provides important dialogue programs.
Under the effective leadership of Dr. Charles
Morrison, the East-West Center continues to
address the challenges of the Asian-Pacific
21st Century.

Established in 1980 the East-West Center’s
Pacific Islands Conference of Leaders grows
out of these dialogue programs. It seeks to
bring together leaders from the region to dis-
cuss many of the issues | mentioned earlier.
In the era of growing interdependence be-
tween the U.S. and Pacific Island govern-
ments, both the work of the Center and the
Conference of Leaders becomes more impor-
tant.

| urge my colleagues to support both this
resolution, and provide continued support to
the East-West Center.

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of House Resolution 355 welcoming
the Leaders from the Pacific Island nations to
the Eighth Pacific Island Conference being
held in Washington. | commend my distin-
guished friend and colleague, Chairman
FALEOMAVAEGA, for introducing this resolution.

The United States and the Pacific Island na-
tions share strong economic and cultural ties
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that have endured the test of time. The tri-
ennial meeting of the Pacific Island Con-
ference is an important event that allows the
U.S. to reaffirm its friendship and ties with the
20 nations participating in the Conference.
This year's meeting will take place in Wash-
ington, DC, for the first time.

Our friends in the Pacific Island nations
have stood by us steadfastly during the dark-
est moments of this Nation’s history. A great
number of the sons and daughters from the
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, and Palau cur-
rently serve in the U.S. Armed Forces. They
stand side by side with volunteers from Amer-
ican Samoa, the Northern Marianas, Guam,
Hawaii, and other states to protect our free-
dom.

America’s ties with the countries in the
South Pacific date back centuries from the
early days when American whalers sought
safety in Fiji and Tonga and continuing
through to the Pacific campaign during World
War Il. To this day, Pacific Island nations rep-
resent some of America’s strongest allies at
the United Nations.

| applaud the Administration and the East
West Center for elevating the importance of
this year's Pacific Island Conference to the
highest level by holding it in our nation’s cap-
itol. | look forward to meeting with the Leaders
during their visit to Congress.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 355.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL
GROUNDS FOR NATIONAL PEACE
OFFICERS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 124)
authorizing the use of the Capitol
Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. REsS. 124

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR NA-
TIONAL PEACE OFFICERS’ MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary
(in this resolution referred to as the ‘‘spon-
sor’’) shall be permitted to sponsor a public
event, the 26th annual National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service (in this resolution re-
ferred to as the ‘‘event’), on the Capitol
Grounds, in order to honor the law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of duty
during 2006.

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be
held on May 15, 2007, or on such other date as
the Speaker of the House of Representatives
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and the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate jointly designate.
SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event.

SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS.

Subject to the approval of the Architect of
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage,
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment, as may be
required for the event.

SEC. 4. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the
event.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) and the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maine.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on House Concurrent
Resolution 124.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maine?

There was no objection.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Concurrent Reso-
lution 124 authorizes the use of the
Capitol grounds for the National Peace
Officers’ Memorial Service. Over 150
Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment officers killed in the line of duty
in 2006 will be honored at this memo-
rial service.

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy
signed a proclamation which des-
ignated May 15 as Peace Officers’ Me-
morial Day, and the week in which the
date falls as Police Week.

The first official memorial service
took place on May 15, 1982, at which 91
law enforcement officers were honored.
Over the past 26 years, the memorial
service has honored over 3,000 law en-
forcement officers from around our Na-
tion.

Today, the National Peace Officers’
Memorial Service on Capitol Hill has
become one in a series of well-attended
events during Police Week. Activities
on Capitol grounds conducted under
House Concurrent Resolution 124 will
be coordinated with the Office of Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, will be free and
open to the public. I support this reso-
lution and urge its passage.

May 7, 2007

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Concurrent Resolution 124 au-
thorizes the use of the Capitol grounds
for the annual National Peace Officers’
Memorial Service to be held Tuesday
May 17, 2007. The Grand Lodge of the
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxil-
iary annually sponsor this event hon-
oring some of America’s bravest men
and women.

Since the first recorded police death
in 1792, there have been more than
17,900 law enforcement officers killed
in the line of duty. The memorial serv-
ice will honor the 145 Federal, State,
and local law enforcement officers who
made the ultimate sacrifice while pro-
tecting their communities in 2006, as
well as all law enforcement officers
who have died in the line of duty.

This will be the 26th time that this
event has been held on the grounds of
the Capitol. This memorial service is
part of National Police Week, which
was created by law in 1962 and runs this
year from May 8 through May 15.

Police Week draws officers, their
families and survivors of fallen officers
from around the country and includes
such events as the Blue Mass at St.
Patrick’s Catholic Church, the candle-
light vigil at the National Law En-
forcement Memorial, and a police
unity tour featuring officers and his-
toric vehicles.

The memorial service begins at noon
on Tuesday. Following the ceremony
on the Capitol Hill grounds, there will
be a procession to the Law Enforce-
ment Memorial and a wreath-laying
ceremony.

I encourage my colleagues to attend
this much deserved memorial service
and honor those who protect our com-
munities on the front lines.

I support the measure and encourage
my colleagues to do the same.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 124,
which authorizes the use of the Capitol
grounds for the National Peace Officers’ Me-
morial Service.

Peace officers, the sworn, public-sector offi-
cers entrusted with law enforcement authority
and the power of arrest, risk their lives daily to
protect our nation. These individuals, who are
responsible for safeguarding the rights and
freedoms we enjoy as Americans, are true he-
roes.

Peace Officers Memorial Day honors those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for the
safety and security of their communities and
our nation. Created by Public Law 87-726,
signed by President Kennedy in 1962, this day
gives us the opportunity to acknowledge and
pay our respects to those who, through their
courageous deeds, have fallen in the line of
duty.

I\Xr. Speaker, on Sunday, May 13, 2007, 382
names will be added to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial during the 19th
Annual Candlelight Vigil. These 382 names in-
clude 145 officers who died in 2006, plus 237
from earlier years who had previously been
lost to history. Of these 382 names, 55 rep-
resent Texas law officers who lost their lives
in the line of duty, nine of them in 2006.
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